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<Abstract>

Collecting Personal Writing Data and

Holding a Public Lecture Meeting on a Corpus

This project, comprised mainly of the two divisible tasks as below, was
initiated to extend the public awareness on large-scale and high-quality
Korean language resources for the advancement of the artificial intelligence
(hereinafter “Al’) industry. In a task for ‘collecting personal writing data,” an
opportunity for public participation was provided to collect writing data and
to construct a non-publication corpus from writings that were never proofread
professionally. In the other task regarding ‘Public Lecture on Corpus, a
lecture event on language-based Al was held for the general public. This kind
of public participation-style project for the construction and application of the
corpus aimed to stimulate public interests in the computerization of the
Korean language and to contribute to the establishment of research and

industrial environments that would utilize Korean language resources.

The task of collecting personal writing data focused on ‘collecting writing
data from various generations’ and ‘securing personal writing data that were
never professionally proofread.” The project proceeded in the following order:
a composition of writing topics, a detailed planning of data collection
methods, an organization and operation of the promotion committee, public
relations efforts, a collection of writing data, securing copyright, and making a

list of collected works and information.
To collect a good amount of writing data time-effectively, an event titled ‘A
Piece of Writing, Please’” was held, and a web site was mostly used for data

collection. Through electronic contracts, the use of copyright was dealt with,
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and participants’” writings were received. The participators were asked to
classify their writings into the following categories: poetry including children’s
poetry, diary, letter, novel including fairy tale, review, and ‘etc.’ as an extra
category. The submission was limited to previously unposted and unpublished
writings, neither online nor offline. The promotion of the “A Piece of Writing,
Please’” event was done around internet communities, libraries, community
center bulletin boards, and bus information/management systems, both online
and offline. In consideration of the computer-illiterate, participants were given

options to submit offline as well.

A total of 6,044 people from elementary schoolers to the elderly of age 60
or older participated in the project to collect 10,919 articles and 9,250,097
characters in total. One participant was allowed to submit a maximum of 10
articles and a minimum of 1,000 characters. 800 people aged 7 to 12, 497
people aged 13 to 15, 1,058 people aged 16 to 18, 2,720 people aged 19 to 29,
648 people aged 30 to 59, and 321 people aged 60 or over participated in the
process to ensure generational diversity in the writing data. The collected
writings were revised to comply with the corpus format of the National
Institute of Korean Language (JavaScript Object Notation or ‘JSON’) to set up

a non-publication raw corpus.

For the Public Lecture on Corpus task, a lecture event was planned with the
topic, “The Value of Language Resources in the Era of Al and the Status Quo
of Natural Language Processing” to present prospects on the usage of Korean
language resources. Although it had originally been designed to be offered
offline in February 2020, due to coronavirus circumstances, it was changed
into an online event offered on Thursday, June 18, 2020. In order to host the
event successfully, various online and offline promotions were carried out,

such as public relations video transmission, card news distribution, etc.

93



A total of 652 people originally signed up for the online lecture event, and
524 of them eventually participated live online. The five speakers who
delivered four lectures were Director MIN Kyu-dong and Commentator JU
SUNGCHUL as a team, Representative Sedong Nam, Representative Tony
Lee(Kyungil Lee), and Vice President Gilyoung Song. Around 120 to 130
participants attended per lecture. To pursue a colorful event, during breaks,
an exhibition video was shown and a giveaway quiz event was offered. An
evaluation was done by participants at the end of the lectures to understand
their responses. Many responded positively mentioning that the event was

well-structured and that what could be difficult content was well-delivered.

A while after the lecture event, another satisfaction survey was conducted to
design a better public lecture event in the future. According to its result,
more than half of the respondents (191 out of 253), showed high satisfaction
levels regarding the lecture event. About 44% of the survey respondents
answered that they had the highest expectations on lectures from ‘Director
MIN Kyu-dong and Commentator JU SUNGCHUL, and ‘Vice President
Gilyoung Song,’ while about 48% of the survey respondents answered the
most helpful lecture for their future business or studies turned out to be that
of ‘Representative Tony Lee(Kyungil Lee).” Such results may reflect that, from
the lectures, the participators rather prefer professional content to what is
easy-to-understand from their perspectives. Therefore, it is possible to conclude
that the public lecture in the future may be planned to deliver content of a

more professional sort.
Keywords: personal writing data, non-publication corpus, Public Lecture on

Corpus, artificial intelligence (or Al)

Project Director: Na Yun-jung(Metrix Corporation)
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